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FINDING YOUR WAY THROUGH CYBERSPACE

SEARCH ENGINES:
www.google.com
www.duckduckgo.com
www.ask.com
DEMOGRAPHIC/REGIONAL INFORMATION:
www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov   Click on “Find Local Area Profile”; scroll through site to identify types of information and links available; NAICS code (North American Industry Classification System) for your industry will be needed to access some industry-specific information.  You can also research the competition on this site: example; number of restaurants, number of employees each has; link to their website.  
Click on “Find Local Area Profile”; then choose the County to be researched; click on “View Local Area Profile”.  Scroll to the bottom of this page; click on “View Employers by Industry”; enter NAICS or industry key word.  Individual businesses that fit the search term and are in the geographical area being searched will be listed along with addresses, number of employees, and links to their websites, if available.  The main list can be sorted to give data by city, number of employees, etc.

www.naics.com/search.htm   Website for determining NAICS code.  Search Boxes are on left side of site.

www.epodunk.com  Insert Community Name and State.
www.city-data.com   Click on California; then select city.

Comprehensive site for locating community statistics, resources.  Check dates on reports; some data is from 2000 Census.
http://www.calgold.ca.gov/   Click on Permits; enter Business Type; then County/City choice for extensive listing of licensing/permitting requirements.  Be sure to contact the agencies involved to determine any updates/changes in laws and regulations since the listings were created.  
www.solanoedc.org   Click on “Demographics”; can access demographics by city; some are from 2000.  From home page, click on “Available Properties”; enter search parameters; click on a property in the area to be researched; click “Demographics” in right column to obtain ring analysis demographics for area.
www.mtc.ca.gov   Metropolitan Transit Commission site offers information and statistics for the 9-county Bay Area region. Click on “Planning” for growth, traffic projections through 2030.
www.dof.ca.gov/Research   CA Department of Finance.  Demographic, Economic, and Finance research by County.
www.abag.ca.gov/planning/research/researchlinks.html  Association of Bay Area Governments; good links to statistics such as taxable sales per city/commodity, current demographic data, etc. Click on Green Business Program.

www.tourism.visitcalifornia.com  Click on “Find Research” for data on tourism by region.
COMPREHENSIVE SITES:
www.sbdcnet.org  Small business information resources are listed at the top of the page; click on “e-commerce” for all you ever wanted to know about establishing an online e-commerce site.  Many other business specific topics are available from the drop down menu under “Industry Resources”.
www.irs.gov/smallbiz  Click on “Industries/Professions” for drop-down menu with information such as “Trends/Statistics”.  Click on “Small Business/Self-employed” for tax regulations and other information. This site also lets the user access information and links by type of industry.
EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES SITE:
www.thomasnet.com  Searchable database of more than 550,000 distributors, manufacturers, and service companies.  Good for finding equipment and supplies.
FINANCIAL:

www.bizstats.com  Site maintained by a Washington DC CPA; provides useful business statistics by industry.
LEGAL:
www.nolo.com  Website for Nolo Press, Berkeley-based publisher of legal self-help books and materials.
http://lawyers.nolo.com  Site for locating attorneys by zip code; review practice, philosophy, fee schedule.
TRADE/PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

www.businesstown.com   Click on “Associations” for a comprehensive listing of trade and professional associations.  This site contains lots of business information, resources, forms, and articles.
www.gvmsmm.com   Website of Gaw Van Male, Solano legal firm; click on Community; then Napa and Solano in dropdown for good listing of organizations and association in those counties.  

NEWS/ARTICLES:
www.rtumble.com   Site maintained by a Sacramento journalist; highlights of top news stories in the state are posted daily with links to the source website for in-depth coverage.  Good site for scanning the news.
www.usnpl.com   Click on California for listings and links by city to newspapers throughout the state.

PROCUREMENT PROGRAMS/TRAINING:
www.businessmatchmaking.com    Business Matchmaking (BMM) is a public-private initiative supporting procurement opportunities for small business in every industry. For the past six years, BMM has produced regional face-to-face selling events, seminars and workshops, online training and collateral material for primarily minority, women, veteran and disabled veteran owned firms.  All events are free to both participating small businesses and representative buyers. They also include a schedule of networking and educational activities. Business Matchmaking, Inc., the producer of BMM, is a 501c3 non-profit corporation. 

www.theftc.org   The Federal Technology Center (The FTC) helps small businesses compete for government contracts; offers workshops and counseling.
SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING
http://tinyurl.com/5peaov   Online Communities’ Impact on Business; full report in PDF can be accessed via link in text.
www.seomoz.org/article/social-media-marketing-tactics.com   Review of social networking sites.  
