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Bright Lights, Holiday Cheer

Downtown Napa to Light Three Miles of Christmas Lights

Tree Lighting (11/25) and Holiday Parade (11/28)

This Christmas season in Downtown Napa will be about white lights – lots of white lights.  Three miles of LED (low voltage) lights will outline rooflines on First Street from School Street to the Oxbow Public Market, and on Main Street from Napa Street to the Hatt Building.  Additionally, lights will be strung on the First and Third Street bridges, on the river walk from the First Street bridge to Angele Restaurant (Division Street), and in all the trees on First Street.  The icing on the cake will be a 29’ tall fully lit and decorated Christmas tree in Veterans Park.


“It’s far and away the most ambitious decorating project undertaken in downtown,” said Jeff Doran, chair of the Napa Property Based Improvement District, which is paying for the project, “and Napa deserves it.  This will be something kids and their parents will remember for years to come.” 


A ceremony to inaugurate the lights and illuminate the Christmas tree will be held in Veterans Park, at the corner of Third and Main Street, on Wednesday, November 25th at 6 PM.  Dancers from the Napa Dance Studio and Ballet Folklorico will perform.  Mayor Jill Techel and US House of Representatives member Mike Thompson will light the tree, followed by an a cappella choir leading the crowd in signing carols.  Free hot chocolate and cookies will be available.


The 46the annual Napa Christmas parade will be Saturday, Nov. 28th at 5:00 PM. This year’s Grand Marshals are Roger Bubel and his wife Michal Farrell, co-owners of Ben and Jerry’s in the Napa Town Center.  Pre-parade entertainment will begin at 4 PM for those who want to get a good viewing spot.   When the parade became a nighttime activity five years ago, Napans showed an amazing ability to add lights to all kinds of parade entries, illuminating everything from vehicles to animals to children.  This year, three $500 cash awards will be given for “Best Use of Lights,” “Best Use of Music,” and “Best Business Entry.”  The parade begins on First Street at Franklin, and ends at the Oxbow Public Market, where Santa will be on hand to talk to children about their Christmas wish lists.  Other entertainment, free hot chocolate and cookies round out the evening. Entry is free, but entrants must fill out a parade application in advance.

Both events are free and open to the public.  Information and a parade application can be found at www.napadowntown.com, or by calling 257-0322.
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